
 
  
  

      
  

 

    
  

  
  

  
 

 
  

   
 

 
  

ORANGE COUNTY PUBLIC SCHOOLS 

OCPS commencement ceremonies run May 20-28 

May 20, 2019 – Orange County Public Schools started commencement ceremonies for 
our 20 traditional high schools. They run through May 28. 

We interviewed one graduating senior at each high school for our #OCPSGrads series 
of videos on Facebook and Twitter. These students are a sample of the talent, intellect 
and tenacity of our 14,000 graduates. Each has an amazing story. Those already 
published are hyperlinked below, listed alphabetically by school. (Those without 
hyperlinks will be published in the coming days.) 

Members of the news media are welcome to attend any OCPS graduation, but must 
make arrangements for entrance directly with the venue hosting the event (Amway 
Center or UCF Addition Arena). After making arrangements, please let us know which 
one(s) you will attend. 

Apopka High School (May 20, Amway Center, 2 p.m.) Hurricane Maria forced Carlos 
Rivera Colon and his family to leave their home and rebuild their lives in Central Florida. 
Carlos quickly immersed himself in the school culture by joining the Archery Club, and 
will be heading to the Marines after graduation. 



 
 

  

  
  

 
   

 

 
 

  
 

  
 

 

 

 
 

  
  

 

 
  

   
  

  
  

in school musicals 

Works two jobs 

Plays Basketball 

Boone High School (May 21, Addition 
Arena, 7:30 p.m.) Enrolling in the criminal 
justice magnet pushed Marlon Allen out 
of his comfort zone, and provided him a 
culturally diverse and academically 
rigorous education. This four-year varsity 
basketball letterman plans to major in 
business and journalism. 

Colonial High School (May 20, Amway 
Center, 8:30 a.m.) Instead of coasting through senior year, Yohanna Torres 
Sanchez continued to reach for the highest level of academic excellence, taking 10 
academic courses. She also maintained her leadership roles as Central Florida 
Educator’s Federal Credit Union Colonial branch head teller and the Florida District 
treasurer for Key Club. Additionally, Yohanna served as Colonial High’s ambassador to 
the Junior League Orlando and is an Elevation Scholar and on track to earn the 
Cambridge AICE Diploma. 

Cypress Creek High School (May 28, 
Amway Center, 2 p.m.) Because of the 
situation in Venezuela, Kayla Martinez, 
a U.S. citizen, came to the United 
States without her parents. After 16 
failed attempts to return to the United 
States, Kayla’s parents gave up on 
acquiring a Visa, but wanted her to 
finish her studies in the U.S. to have a 
better life. Kayla does not have any 

relatives here and has rented a room so she can finish her senior year at CCHS. She 
hopes to pursue a career in the arts. 

Dr. Phillips High School (May 22, Amway Center, 8:30 a.m.) Moving to Central Florida 
her freshman year, this Haitian immigrant felt the language barrier was keeping her from 
being successful in school. To maintain her high-level of expectations for herself, 
Daschka Darius taught herself English within six months and maintains an honor roll 
status in honors and Career and Technical Education dual enrollment courses. After 
earning her high school diploma, she will graduate from Orlando Technical College’s 
Pharmacy Tech program in December and then head to UCF for a nursing degree. 

East River High School (May 20, Addition Arena, 7:30 p.m.) Christopher Ciaponi was 
diagnosed with Hodgkin lymphoma his freshman year. After beating cancer, he re-
enrolled at ERHS his sophomore year with a new focus on academics and friendships. 
Chris wants to be an X-ray technician so he can give back to children who are 
experiencing the same obstacles he faced, and to be a positive role model and success 
story in their lives. 



 
 
 

 

  
  

   

 
  

 
 

  

 
  

  

 
  

  
  

  

 
  

to Webber 
International University 

Major: Business 

Plays Football & 
Marches in the Band 

Wants to study 
International Affairs or 

Political Science 

Best Buddies 
Ambassador 

Senior Class VP 

Edgewater High School (May 22, 
Addition Arena, 7:30 p.m.) With a 
passion for serving others, Seaira 
Sevison was an active leader in the Best 
Buddies program, the Student 
Government Association, National 
Honor Society and assisted with the 
Eagles Market program. Her fondest 
memory of high school is the friendship 
she made with her buddy, Travis. In 
fact, the two of them represented the Central Florida Best Buddies Foundation and 
helped win a $100,000 grant from Magical Dining. 

Evans High School (May 28, Amway Center, 7:30 p.m.) Nabiha Nur is a gifted artist 
and stellar student. As the valedictorian, a Sunshine State Scholar, an AP Scholar with 
distinction, Spanish Honor Society vice president and International Baccalaureate 
Diploma Programme student, she hoped to be a positive example to her peers. She will 
major in international relations at the University of Florida. 

Freedom High School (May 24, 
Amway Center, 7:30 p.m.) His 
passion for music, football and 
academics forced Reynold Rey to 
learn time management. With a 
schedule full of advanced placement 
courses, Reynold had to balance the 
coursework in those classes with 
varsity football practice and marching 
band rehearsals, and learned how to 
quickly exchange his helmet for his 

trumpet for the half-time shows! 

Jones High School (May 24, Amway Center, 2 p.m.) Chante Freeman has challenged 
herself intellectually in the International Baccalaureate Diploma Programme, as well as 
physically as part of the schools’ award-winning concert choir and as a majorette in the 
Marching Tigers band. She's part of the proud history of the graduating class at Jones 
High. 

Lake Nona High School (May 24, Addition Arena, 4 p.m.) Having been home-schooled 
until high school, Chelsee Martino was a little nervous walking onto such a large 
campus. However, she quickly made friends through the seven sports she played. She 
plans to use her Career and Technical Education dual enrollment photography class to 
help her become a broadcast journalist. 



 
 

  

 
  

   

  
  

    

 
 

  
  

  
  

 
 

  

  
  

  

 
  

  
   

  

Mechanical 
Engineering 

Math Tutor& 
Hospital Volunteer 

Headed to 
Wesleyan University 

Majoring in Psychology 
QuestBridge 

Scholarship Recipient 

Oak Ridge High School (May 24, 
Amway Center, 8:30 a.m.) Headed to 
Wesleyan University on a QuestBridge 
Scholarship, Anthony Phagoo plans to 
study psychology to help eliminate the 
stigma surrounding mental health. 
Anthony believes one person has the 
capacity to change many lives and has 
spent more than 100 hours tutoring and 
mentoring elementary school students. 

Ocoee High School (May 25, Addition Arena, 7 p.m.) Wildine Saintill will graduate from 
high school with more than 40 college credits in preparation of becoming a physician’s 
assistant. In addition to the dual enrollment courses, she spent her high school years as 
a flautist in marching band and a CFE Federal Credit Union Knight branch bank teller. 

Olympia High School (May 24, Addition Arena, 8 p.m.) Raphael Seabra is proof that 
one teacher and/or a class can change a student’s trajectory. After realizing his passion 
for photography, Raphael listened to his journalism teacher’s advice and began 
applying himself in all his classes. He improved from being a struggling student to one 
who excelled in his high school and college dual enrollment courses. 

Timber Creek High School (May 22, Amway Center, 2 p.m.) Parker Wood’s will be 
part of TCHS’ history. With one baseball state championship ring and the creation of the 
Legacy Club to provide a way for athletes to support people in need, he’s left an 
indelible mark on the campus and local community. 

University High School (May 28, 
Addition Arena, 2 p.m.) While back 
surgery may have taken away his 
ability to play sports, it didn’t break his 
spirit. Instead of leading his peers on 
the field, Noah Harney served as a 
tutor to help others excel in 
mathematics, in addition to 
volunteering at the hospital where he 
was treated. He's excited to head to 
UCF's Burnett Honors College in the 

fall, with a plan to become an automotive mechanical engineer. 

Wekiva High School (May 25, Addition Arena, 2 p.m.) Helping her single mom raise 
her four younger siblings, Adreonnis Reyes understands the value of hard work and her 
education. She says being an AP student has helped to her persevere. She wants to be 
a writer, with an eye toward film production and plans to own a studio one day. 

West Orange High School (May 25, Addition Arena, 9 a.m.) After overcoming multiple 
surgeries from ulcerative colitis, Riyad Abdallah volunteered at AdventHealth as a way 



 
  

  
   

 
  

  
 

  
 

 

  

 
    

   
  

    
              

               
            
                

              
    

  
 

to be a 
Pediatrician 

18 Program 

Weightlifter 

to pay it forward for those who helped him when he was there. Riyad is going to 
Washington University in St. Louis on a QuestBridge Scholarship with plans to become 
a doctor. 

Windermere High School (May 22, Amway Center, 7:30 p.m.) Excited by the 
opportunity to be a part of creating a school culture, Nick Velasco left private school to 
attend WHS in its opening year and be in its first graduating class. He created the 
Environmental Club and spent time mentoring feeder middle school students. 

Winter Park High School (May 
28, Amway Center, 8:30 
a.m.) Though glaucoma has left 
him legally blind, Khoa 
Pham plans to study biomedical 
sciences to be a pediatrician or 
ophthalmologist, and hopes to 
help find a cure for the disease. 
Graduating with an International 
Baccalaureate diploma, Khoa also 
enjoyed his time on the school's 
wrestling team. 

To schedule interviews with any of these grads, please contact Media 
Promotions at 407.317.3458 or pio@ocps.net. 
OCPS EEO Non-Discrimination Statement 
The School Board of Orange County, Florida, does not discriminate in admission or access to, or treatment or employment in its 
programs and activities, on the basis of race, color, religion, age, sex, national origin, marital status, disability, genetic information, 
sexual orientation, gender identity or expression, or any other reason prohibited by law. The following individuals at the Ronald 
Blocker Educational Leadership Center, 445 W. Amelia Street, Orlando, Florida 32801, attend to compliance matters: Equal 
Employment Opportunity (EEO) Officer & Title IX Coordinator: Jared Brooks; ADA Coordinator: Michael D. Graf; Section 504 
Coordinator: Latonia Green. (407.317.3200) 

mailto:pio@ocps.net



